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January 17, 2003

Chairman James A. Johnson

Chairman Harry Pearce

President’s Commission on the US Postal Service

1120 Vermont Ave, NW Suite 971

Washington, DC  20005

Dear Members of the Commission:

The Alliance of Nonprofit Mailers thanks each of you for your commitment to public service as you take on the challenging task of reviewing the state of our national mail delivery network.   Fulfilling the mission appointed to you in the limited time afforded to you will require substantial personal sacrifice.  Please know that we appreciate your contributions to the public good and offer our services to you as you press ahead with your responsibilities.

Attached is a list of Alliance members and supporters.  As you may know, America’s nonprofit sector raises over $200 billion annually to support charities, churches, educational institutions and others in our communities.  Direct mail raises a large share of the enormous sums needed to meet the important social challenges of our day.  The charitable spirit of the American people is an integral part of the fabric of our nation.  Many nonprofit mailers rely upon the national mail delivery network as the most reliable approach to disseminating information and communicating with constituents.  We consider the US Postal Service to be a valuable partner in the fulfillment of the charitable mission.

As you begin to delve into the questions surrounding the governance, financing, mission, responsibilities, challenges, strengths and shortcomings of the Postal Service, you will become very familiar with the current debates involving the funding of benefits for former USPS workers under the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS).  

In his testimony to you last week, PMG Potter spoke of the problems associated with CSRS funding.  Long-standing legislation has imposed an aggressive payment schedule for anticipated CSRS costs upon the Postal Service.  If that payment schedule were to remain in place, the USPS will overpay CSRS obligations by some $71 billion.

If a new payment schedule were designed, the USPS could still meet (and exceed) required obligations in a very timely fashion — and yet reduce outlays enough to extend the current postal rate increase cycle until 2006.  Such a change would be an enormous boost to the health and vitality of the national mail delivery network.

We suggest that the Commission could do a great service to the national mail delivery network if you were to send advance communications to the White House and Capitol Hill recommending an immediate change in the CSRS funding schedule.
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Such a recommendation would have a powerful effect on this process and would allow mailers and the Postal Service the time to enact long-term reforms in a more deliberate fashion without the specter of a contentious postal rate case in 2003, or increased postal rates in 2004, or the short-term crisis threatened by currently anticipated cash flow obligations for the CSRS.

We hope you will consider the value of such a bold move during your upcoming discussions.

The Alliance of Nonprofit Mailers will submit comprehensive comments to the Commission in February.  Also, we would like to contribute to the record of the Commission by participating in the planned field hearings in California, Texas and Illinois.  Community nonprofit leaders in the field can give the Commission a unique perspective on the value and importance of universal access to the mail for America’s communities.   

Again, good luck in the weeks ahead.  If we may be of any service, please feel free to contact our Washington office.

Sincerely, 

Neal Denton

Executive Director

Enclosure:  Membership List of the Alliance of Nonprofit Mailers

ALLIANCE MEMBERS 

2003
AARP

Academy of General Dentistry

Adelphi University

Alabama Baptist, Inc.

Alliance for Children and

    Families

Alliance for Retired Americans

American Academy of Medical      Administrators

American Academy of     

    Otolaryngology-Head and 

    Neck Surgery

American Arts Alliance

American Association for the

    Advancement of Science

American Assn of Individual      

    Investors

American Assn of Museums

American Bar Association

American Cancer Society

American Chemical Society

American College of Healthcare 

    Executives

American College of OB/GYN

American College of Sports       

    Medicine

American Council on Education

American Dental Association

American Diabetes Association

American Farm Bureau 

    Federation

American Federation of        

    Teachers

American Institute of Chemical 

    Engineers

American Institute of Graphic   

    Arts

American Jewish Press     

    Association

American Management Assn

American Medical Association

American Museum of Natural   

    History

American Nuclear Society

American Planning Association

American Prospect

American Public Power Assn

American Quarter Horse Assn

American Society of 

    Association Executives

American Symphony Orchestra

    League

Answers in Genesis

Arthritis Foundation

Association for Investment 

    Management and Research

Association of American

    University Presses

Assn of Christian Schools Int’l

Assn of Fundraising 

    Professionals

Assn of the Miraculous Medal

Association of Performing 

     Arts Presenters

Association of the US Army

Barnard College

Barry L. Price Rehabilitation Ctr

Biomed General

Boston University

Brigham Young University

Brown University

California Waterfowl Assn

CARE USA

Catholic Press Association

Center for Science in the     

    Public Interest

Child Welfare League of 

    America

Children International

Children of the Night

Children’s Better Health Instit.

Christian Science Publishing

    Society

Cleveland Museum of Art

CO-OP AMERICA

Columbia University

Compassion International, Inc.

Council for Advancement and 

    Support of Education (CASE)

Consumers Union of US, Inc.

Crystal Stairs, Inc

Disabled American Veterans

Divers Alert Network

Easter Seals

Editorial Projects in Education

Edmundite Missions

Elks Magazine

The Endocrine Society

Enlisted Association of National

    Guard of the US

Epilepsy Foundation

ETR Associates

Fletcher Allen Health Care

Franciscan Mission Associates

Franciscan Missionary Union

Franciscan Province of the   

    Sacred Heart

Geological Society of America

Gospel Minutes Publications

Graceland College Center for 

    Professional Development 

    and Lifelong Learning

Guideposts 

Harper's Magazine

Hazelden Foundation

Illinois Farm Bureau

Illinois State University

Independent Press Assn

Institute of Electrical and

    Electronic Engineers

International and American 

    Assns for Dental Research

International Association of Fire 

    Fighters (AFL-CIO)

International City/County

    Management Association

Izaak Walton League of

    America

Jewish Braille Instit. of America

Little City Foundation

March of Dimes Birth Defects 

    Foundation

Marian Helpers Center

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers

Massachusetts Bar Association

Massachusetts Institute of  

    Technology

Medical Letter

Mercy Home for Boys and Girls

Middlebury College

Minnesota Public Radio

Missouri Baptist Convention

Missouri State Teachers Assn

Moose International

National 4-H Council 

National Academic Advising   

    Association 

National Assn of College and 

    Univ. Business Officers National Assn of Counties 

    Research Foundation

National Audubon Society

National Catholic Development

    Conference

National Committee to Preserve

    Social Security and Medicare

National Council of Nonprofit 

    Assocations

National Council of Teachers of     English

National Forensic League

National Geographic Society

National Multiple Sclerosis  

    Society

National Parkinson Foundation

National Right to Life

    Committee

National Rural Electric Coop

National School Board Assn

National Society of Fund

    Raising Executives

National Wildlife Federation

New England Journal of  

    Medicine

New York Road Runners Club

Northern Arizona University

Northwestern University

Ohio Farm Bureau

Oklahoma State University

Oregon State University

Palmer College of Chiropractic

Pennsylvania Bar Association

Plainedge Public Library

Playwrights Horizons

The Progressive

Providence Health System

Public Broadcasting Service

RBC Ministries

Redleaf Press – Resources for

    Child Care 

Reserve Officers Assn of the US

Road Runners Club of America

Rockhurst College Continuing

    Education Center

Rutgers University

Saint Joseph Corp – Catholic 

    Diocese of Green Bay

Saint Joseph’s Indian School

St. Anthony Messenger

St. Jude Children's Research 

    Hospital

Salesian Missions

Salvation Army

Society of Automotive 

    Engineers

Southern Illinois University –    

     Edwardsville, Alumni Assn.

SPIE – International Society for 

    Optical Engineering

Supreme Council, Scottish Rite

    Northern Masonic

United Methodist Publishing 

    House

United Service Organizations

Unity School of Christianity

University of California, Los 

    Angeles

University of Chicago Press

University of Continuing   

     Education Association University of Kansas

University of Maine Alumni 

    Association

University of Missouri –

    Columbia

University of North Carolina –

    Charlotte

University of Oklahoma

University of Rochester

University of Southern 

    California Magazines

University of Texas

University of Wisconsin –  

    Extension

Utah State University

Wake Forest-NC Baptist

    Hospitals

Walk Thru the Bible Ministries

Washington State Grange 

World Bible School

YMCA of the USA              

York College of Pennsylvania

Sponsors

AECO Products Division

AKA Printing and Mailing

AMI Direct

BCC Software

Brown Printing Co.

C.H. Robinson Co.

Carl Bloom Associates, Inc.

Champion Printing

Commercial Envelope

    Manufacturing Co.

Craver Matthews Smith &   

    Company

Cyril-Scott Co.

DM Group

David R. Ruder & Associates

Envelope Manager Software

Epsilon

Experian

Franklin’s

Fred F. Waltz Company, Inc.

Grizzard

Group 1 Software, Inc.

Heritage Company

Huntsinger & Jeffer

Kirk-Whitney Data Communic.

Klasek Letter Company

KMA Direct

The Listworks Corporation

MAILnet Services

May Development Services

Melissa Data

Mid-America Mailers, Inc.

Moore Response Marketing Svc

Net Outcome, Inc.

Newport Creative Communic.

NFocus Consulting

Peachtree Data, Inc

Pitney Bowes
Publishers Information Ctr, Inc.

Quad/Graphics, Inc.

Quality Mailing List Services Quebecor World

RR Donnelley & Sons Co.

Saturn Corporation

SouthWest Direct

Steve Cram & Associates

Tabs Direct

Vertis Direct Marketing   

    Services

WIT Postal Logistic

Zairmail, Inc.

